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Ignatian Volunteers
give Catholic Workers
Della Strada Award
for service to the poor

Friends and supporters of the San Diego
Catholic Worker are cordially invited to at-
tend an award-giving ceremony Sunday,
April 18, when the Ignatian Volunteer Corps
of San Diego (IVC) will present its Della
Strada Award to the Catholic Worker in rec-
ognition of its service to the poor in San Di-
ego over the past 30 years.

The Della Strada Award is named after
the yrst church used by St. Ignatius and the
early Jesuits to serve the urban poor in the
center of Rome. The award honors an indi-
vidual or an organization whose life or mis-
sion repects the Ignatian values of service to
the poor, and of working and educating for a
more just society.

The IVC is a nationwide organization
that provides opportunities for retired and
semiretired people to blend Ignatian spiritu-
ality with community service. It connects the
experience and talents of men and women,
age 50 and older, with the real and many
needs of people who are materially poor. IVC
San Diego, with 38 volunteers in 20 commu-
nity agencies offering 31 service sites, is one
of 16 regional programs nationwide.

The San Diego IVC chapter, which
has been nurtured by Jesuit Fr. Gil Gentile
since its inception in 2000, meets monthly
to consider their service in a spiritual con-
text. fiThese are members of a community of
volunteers doing theological repection and
spiritual direction,0 Fr. Gil said. filtés an op-
portunity for us to move into a new way of
being Church.o

The award will be presented at an IVC
fund-raising event to be held from 2 to 5
p.m., April 18, in St. Catherine Labour® Par-
ish Hall, 4124 Mount Abraham Ave., which
is just east of Genesee and south of Balboa
Avenues. Savory hors déoeuvres, sweet de-
lights, a silent auction and live entertainment
will be provided. Donation: $25 per person.

Sharing Easter Breakfast with Jesus,
and the Bunny, if that’s what it takes

By Fr. Gil Gentile S.J.
Fr. Gil is spiritual director of the San Diego
Catholic Worker.

During the weeks before Easter, in the main
entrance of the Coronado Community Cen-
ter there was a big sign that read, fiEaster
2010, Saturday April 3, 2010, start your day
with BREAKFAST WITH THE EASTER
BUNNY.0

I know that I may be a bit of a dreamer
but | began to think that it would have been
nice if the sign had read, fiEaster 2010, Holy
Saturday, Breakfast with Jesus the Risen
Lordo or at least, fiBreakfast with the Easter
Bunny with Special Guest, Jesus Christ.0

Now, even though | may be a dreamer,
I am realistic enough to know that this prob-
ably will not happen. Let me say, that | have
nothing against the Easter Bunny or coloring
Easter eggs or chocolate Easter eggs, or hid-
ing and hunting for Easter eggs for that mat-
ter, but | wonder if we canft have even just a

San Diego Catholic Worker

Traditional Friday Night
Free Bread-and-Soup Dinner and Discussion

Beginning 6:30 p.m., April 23

Our Lady of Refuge Parish Hall
4226 Jewell Street, Pacipc Beach

Baghdad U.S.A.

Iragi Christian Refugees in El Cajon

A Documentary Film by Alex Farnsley

Following on his award-winning “The Shadow of Children,
director Alex Farnsley relates the stories of some of the 30,000
Iragi Chaldean Christian immigrants and refugees in El Cajon

For information call (619) 298-3755 or e-mail denyshorgan@att.net

little more Jesus with our Easter.

Even though fiKeep Jesus in Eastero
doesndt seem to have the same punch to it as
fikeep Christ in Christmas,0 perhaps we can
start a trend. Maybe we can borrow fiJesus
Is the Reason for the Season,0 because just
as we have a Christmas season because of
Jesusd birth, so we have an Easter season be-
cause of Jesus resurrection.

Getting back to the sign at the communi-
ty center, next to iBREAKFAST WITH THE
EASTER BUNNYO there was a cute picture
of a pig-tailed little girl hugging a very tall,
fuzzy white Easter bunny. With my fiBreak-
fast With Jesuso idea in mind | thought of re-
placing it with a copy of a print that hung in
my Catholic grade school, Our Lady of Sol-
ace, of Jesus sitting surrounded by a group of
small children. As | recall, Jesus had a look
of great tenderness and compassion and the
children seemed to be in awe.

More important than Christmas

This sent me on a journey down Catholic
memory lane and | thought of my third grade
teacher Sister Mary Ann. For the most part,
because she was so kind and cheerful and

See Breakfast, page 4
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Poets and song
writers dreaming of
a world without war

Last night | had the strangest dream

I’d ever dreamed before

| dreamed the world had all agreed

To put an end to war

Ofolk singer and songwriter Ed McCurdy.

By Denys Horgan
Editor, San Diego Catholic Worker

Remember when we used to ask ourselves
somewhat facetiously: | wonder what would
happen if suddenly peace broke out?

It was only a dream, of course, as the late
and great folk singer Ed McCurdy (d. 2000)
reminds us. But Joan Baez, Pete Seeger,
John Denver and even Simon and Garfunkel
thought it was a dream worth singing about.
(See and hear them on You Tube.)

So, what would happen if that strang-
est of dreams were to come true and if peace
broke out?

Robert Gates, our secretary of defense
thinks he knows: By a feat of &even for a
military mand® inscrutably perverse logic,
Gates concludes: It would threaten security
and, God forbid, impede the progress of the
war in Afghanistan.

Security threatened

In a recent speech delivered at the National
Defense University, the Defense Depart-
ment-ynanced graduate school for military
ofycers and®believe it or not&diplomats,
Gates addressed the growing opposition to
war in Europe, and said: iThe demilitariza-
tion of Europe®where large swaths (sic) of
the general public and political class (sic,
again) are averse to military force and the
risks that go with it&has gone from a bless-
ing in the 20th century to an impediment to
achieving real security and lasting peace in
the 21st.0

As reported in the New York Times
(Feb. 23), Gates was speaking just three days
after the collapse of the government of the
Netherlands over the issue of troops in Af-
ghanistan. As the war becomes increasingly
unpopular in almost every country in Europe
and elsewhere, the Dutch are determined to
withdraw most if not all their 2,000 troops by
the end of this year.

Gates also complained that only yve
out of 28 NATO countries were spending
the expected 2 percent of their gross national
product on their armies, whereas the United
States was spending 4 percent. And harking
back to his days as a U.S. Air Force ofycer
and CIA director, he had a prescription for
NATO: more aerial refueling tankers and in-
telligence gathering equipment fifor immedi-
ate use on the battleyeld.0

Ain’t going to happen

In reality, however, Gates has little to worry
about. Washington is in the process of sell-
ing $6.4 billion worth of weapons, including
Black Hawk helicopters, Patriot missiles and
two mine sweepers, to Taiwan. In February,
the U.S. Air Force delivered one thousand
500-pound bombs to Pakistan and is con-
sidering a request for more; and the yrst of
already promised eighteen F-16 jet yghters
is about to be delivered. Evidently not much
has changed since 2008 when the United
States weapons agreements were valued at
$37.8 billion, more than two thirds of all

See Peace, page 4



From the Writings
of g
Dorothy
Day

Volunteers
Pitchin 8
When the ¥14 ./
Future Seemed Bleak

fiEven if only one person were served and helped by
the House of Hospitality, The Catholic Worker would
be repaid and could feel that its labors were not in
vain,0 said one of the editors during the month, when
a bit of wrangling was going on at the apartment.

It was early in the year, when the February blues
had taken possession of everyone. The cold perme-
ated, vitality was low, the winter seemed intermi-
nable. There was a fuss because one girl likes plenty
of fresh air and an other one thought she had enough
of it during the day, tramping the streets looking
for work and wanted a snug airlessness at night.
There was a fuss about whether there should be a
sign in the bathroom saying: fiwash out the tub.o

Pressure of Work

The editors, too, felt that their strength was not enough
to keep up with the duties of each day. Getting out a
paper seemed a simple task compared to the innumer-
able things which came up every day in regard to the
ten girls housed down the street; the feeding of the
staff and of the countless visitors who came in; the get-
ting ready for The Catholic Workerst School; the dol-
ing out of clothes contributed and solicited by willing
friends of the paper and needy neighbors respectively.

Yes, life seemed too complicated just a week or
s0 ago. One day there was one problem after another.
Minutes and hours and days were taken up with doing
everything else in the world except getting out a pa-
per and answering letters in connection with that paper.

And thendit is the way life goesd®all difycul-
ties seemed to resolve themselves. Matters were
adjusted and now everything runs smoothly again.

During the month about twenty-yve women
were cared for, some left to take jobs, three were
sent away to a rest house for several weeks. The
beds were always occupied and yet we never had to
turn any girl away. Always, when a new one came
in, another, providentially, was leaving for a job,

Volunteers pitch in

Sometimes during the month some of the girls dropped
into the ofyce to discuss their problems with us, stayed
for lunch and remained to clear up the dishes. One of
them has offered her services in our common kitchen,
God be praised, and now the editorsd tasks are light-
ened by this volunteer help. It is a reward, we are
sure, sent as a result of an action of our latest coop-
erator, Eileen, who, when she came to the ofyce to
join the staff, seized pail, ammonia and window rags
and went to the House of Hospitality to clean win-
dows, as the yrst task to be performed for the paper.

The situation of our kitchen helper is dire in the
extreme®a baby expected, no husband, no funds,
only the shelter afforded her by the House of Hos-
pitality and the food and clothing that she receives
from us®yet she thought not of herself on the open-
ing night of the school, but of the workersd school.

fiwhen | listen to Peter Maurin talk,0 she
said, fil feel tears come to my eyes. | was pray-
ing all evening that everything would go all right.0

Excerpted from The Catholic Worker, May, 1970.
The writings of Dorothy Day can be read on the
Web at http://www.catholicworker.org/dorothyday

Interfaith Volunteer Work
Ecumenical movement has opened up signipcant
opportunities for many Christians to work together

By Bill Pease
Pease is a retired college librarian and a volunteer in earlier
days with the Catholic Worker in New York and San Diego.

In the 19306s when Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin initiated
the Catholic Worker the very concept of ecumenism as a sig-
niycant and positive process was not in the air, certainly not
as an ideal. The ofycial stance was characterized by warn-
ings against losing the fragile gift of faith, against fiindif-
ferentism.0 The motto was fierror has no rights.0 A Catholic
clergyman might play golf with a Protestant clergyman, but
a Catholic layperson was usually not permitted to swim at
the YMCA. fiA priest, a rabbi and a preacher walk into a bard
was a good start for a joke because it was so incongruous.
The political ideal was the Catholic State, such as Ireland
or Portugal, in which non-Catholics were considered ill-in-
formed and kindly tolerated, but public institutions were to
be benignly geared in support of Holy Mother Church.

So how did the pioneers of the CW interact with those
not of the Faith and the Church? To answer that one has to
look at their radical commitment, apart as it was from the pa-
rochial mainstream. They were paciysts, meaning that they
based their social contacts on the shared ultimate goodness
of humankind. They were communal anarchists, meaning
that they did not depend on political structures to support
either faith or works. Around them were a group of people
whom we might call fifellow travelers,0 intellectual and ac-
tivist Catholic leaders of the era, such as those whose writ-
ings were published by Sheed & Ward. Many of these were
converts, such as Chesterton, Maritain, Merton, who, highly
committed to Rome, still carried an understanding of other
religions lacking among cradle Catholics. This was especial-
ly true of Dorothy Day herself, who maintained contact with
long-time Socialist friends in a way that made some of her
coworkers uncomfortable. And like other converts she had
family members with whom she kept in close contact.

Non-catholics always welcome

Worship services at the Catholic Worker were always an es-
sential element but were never mixed in with the provision of
services to the needy. Non-Catholics have some times joined
the New York CW community for a time and contributed to
the paper. The most prominent was Ammon Hennacy, an ob-
durate anarchist whose columns told of his life living on the
edge so as not to pay income taxes. He joined the Church for
a few years but then dropped out. Marc Ellis was a one-time
editor of the Catholic Worker, then worked for Maryknoll;
in later years he has reafyrmed his Judaism as a professor
of Judaic Studies. Two outside groups especially attracted
Dorothy Day for their peaceful Christian program: the So-
ciety of Friends (Quakers) and the Doukhobors (a Christian
communist sect that migrated from Russia to Canada.

The old term fiecumenicald was reactivated into pop-
ular Catholic vocabulary with the rise of the 20th-century
ecumenical council (Vatican 1), which merited that adjec-
tive more than earlier councils because non-Catholics were
invited as ofycial observers. The contemporary ecumenical
movement took off from there and is alive and well in San
Diego today.

Every Friday morning | do volunteer work at North
County Interfaith Community Services in Escondido. I.C.S.
has been at work since 1979. Over that time some 400

faith communities have contributed to its work in varying
degrees. Catholic, Protestant and Jewish groups are promi-
nently involved. The services include food, shelter, longer-
term housing, employment search, veteransd aid, immigrant
assistance ... the list goes on. | work in the Social Service
section as an intake interviewer. Over half of our clients are
Spanish-speaking. | have dealt with these, but as a rule | de-
fer to our professional case workers, all of whom are na-
tive Spanish speakers. We provide groceries for immediate
family needs, inquire into employment status, and housing
situations. Breakfast, showers and laundry are available free
every morning. An important aspect of the work is referral
to government beneyts and medical services that we do not
directly supply.

Speciyc examples
Every case is different. Here are some with made-up
names:

George is a roofer. He has been out of work for almost
a year. He has just begun to receive unemployment pay-
ments. He is luckier than Tom, who has applied, been denied
and then later accepted. Still Tomds payments will not come
through for several weeks. They both are encouraged to use
the 1.C.S employment services.

Juanita is a single mother of three. The father of her
children returned to Mexico unable to ynd work here, but
she has not heard from him for six months. She is encour-
aged to apply for food stamps. She is informed of other free
or discounted food resources in the area. She gets a bus pass
to take her children to an appointment with a pediatrician.

Sam and Lisa come in together. He has a prison record
tied to his heroin addiction. He is in a recovery program but
cannot ynd work. She has bipolar disorder and is a diabetic.
She is informed of the agency where she can apply for SSI
and the location of the County Medical Services ofyce in
Escondido. Sam and Lisa live on the streets. If it is winter,
a shelter may be available; other times of the year, probably
not. They are asked to phone to I.C.S later in the day to set
up an interview with a professional case worker, not avail-
able in the morning, so as to pursue a more comprehensive
review of their family situation.

Minnie is a grandmother raising two grandchildren be-
cause her daughter is on drugs. Because of insecure housing
issues she is advised to phone an established ofyce in the
school district devoted to making sure that children will be
able to attend school. She is encouraged to make an appoint-
ment with Senior Services at I.C.S.

Ecumenism in practice

There is no overt discussion of religious loyalty at Interfaith
Community Services, but volunteers occasionally mention
their church or temple. Those support groups have inspired
them to identify with varied clients and motivate them to ef-
forts on their behalf. What is at work is not the same intense
commitment of voluntary poverty and round-the-clock ser-
vice that has characterized the exceptional role of the Catho-
lic Worker in their houses of hospitality, but those of us who
have been on the edge of the CW over the years draw on
that formation to ynd individual opportunities to help those
in need. Now more often than not this will be in collabora-
tion with those whose faith community is different from our
ownd®ecumenism not just in theory but hard at work.

Prayer for Taking Risks

To laugh is to risk appearing the fool.
To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.
To reach out for another is to risk involvement.
To express your feelings is to risk

exposing your true self.
To place your ideas, your dreams,

before the crowd is to risk their loss.
To love is to risk not being loved in return.
To live is to risk dying.
To hope is to risk despair.
To try is to risk failure.
But risks must be taken

because the greatest hazard

is to risk nothing.

Those who risk nothing,
do nothing,
have nothing,
and are nothing.
They may avoid suffering and sorrow,
but they simply cannot learn,
feel, change, grow, love, live.
Chained by their own fears, they are slaves:
They have forfeited freedom.
Only a person who risks is free.

The Essential Lenten Handbook,
Liguori Publications, Missouri. 2000.

Christ has Died
Christ is Risen

Christ Will Come Again



The State of the House

If providing opportunities for people to serve others is one Our clothing service has ynally found a permanent stor-
of the goals of the Catholic Worker, then the recently opened age and sorting venue, and its leaders, Sharon Everett and
House of Hospitality on L Street in San Diego is already a Maria Marsh, have now doubled the number of days they

success. Two teams of volunteers, as well as some individu- can distribute clothes.

als®along with board members®have been busily painting We held the yrst of a series of Open Houses on Sun-

and cleaning up the house, preparing it for occupation in the day afternoon, March 21, when Fr. Gil, our spiritual direc-

hopefully not-too-distant future. tor, blessed the house. The people who help with the Friday
The yrst monthly board meeting was held in the house lunch in Paciyc Beach and the people who help with the

on Monday evening, March 8. Two weeks earlier, Feb. 27, newspaper mailing attended. More Open Houses to come.

a great group of young University of California, San Diego There is still a fair amount of work to be done, and we

students spent the day painting, and on March 13 members will have to spend some money. For instance we would like
of the San Diego chapter of the University of Notre Dame to replace the bathtubs and showers in both bathrooms, and
Alumni Association painted and did some landscaping. we could do with a new gas stove. Before the winter returns
In the meantime, Robert and Andy Green, two experi- we will have to replace the gas powered wall heater. If any-
enced painters, came down from Orange County with their body if inclined to help, with either money or labor, please
professional paint-spraying equipment, and Bob Jones, a let us know. If you wish your donation to be spent on the
UCSD retiree, made his carpentry skills available. house, please designate it fifor the House of Hospitality.0

Shelter the Homeless

Feed the Hungry
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Members of the UCSD Catholic Community Social Justice Committee with members of the Catholic Worker who worked on the new
House of Hospitality. Pictured above from left to right: (back row)Rick Landavazo, Luz Arias, Denys Horgan, Andrew De Leonardis,
Karen Yu, Jesse Duran, Brian Buesker, Theresa Nguyen, (front row) Nancy Green, Lauren Claravall, Kieu Tran and Thao Nguyen.

Fr. Gil (above, left) blessed the house, March 21; Karen Yu from
UCSD (above center) helped with painting, Feb. 27; Notre Dame
alumnus Michael McCabe, and his son, Lucas (above, right) helped
with landscaping March 13; UCSD retiree Bob Jones (left) installed
kitchen cabinets, March 11; and Tony di Miglio, Margaret Cauchon
and Maria Heimpel enjoyed the Open House, March 21.

Day
... by ..
Day

A selection of thoughts that read-
ers bring to the attention of the editor from
time to time. To submit a thought of your
own, please e-mail denyshorgan@att.net

Investing in Peace and Justice

fiPeace and social justice are very costly. If what you
believe doesn6t cost you something, then you have
to question its value.o

—the actor Martin Sheen, Feb. 23, 2010, Los Ange-
les Times.

Priest who accepted gays
as Jesus welcomed outcasts

“Since Jesus had table fellowship with social out-
casts and sinners, those rejected by the religious
establishment of his time, | consider myself to have
been most fully a Jesuit, a ‘companion of Jesus,’
when | came out publicly as a gay man, one of the
social rejects of my time. It was only by our com-
ing out that society’s negative stereotypes would be
overcome and we would gain social acceptance.”
Afrom the memoirs of Fr. Robert Carter, S.J, who
died Feb.22. New York Times, March 15.

The Dispensable Man

Sometimes when youébre feeling important,
Sometimes when your egots in bloom,
Sometimes when you feel

youdre the best qualiyed in the room;
Sometimes when you feel that your leaving
Will yll an unyllable hole,
Try this simple experiment

Osee how humble it makes your soul.

Take a bucket and yll it with water,
Put your hand in it®up to your wrist;
Take it out®and the hole remaining
Is a token of how youdll be missed.

So live life to the fullest

Do the very best that you can.

But remember that hole and that bucket:

There is no indispensable man.

—Dan Farrell. Dan helps out with the Catholic
Worker lunch every Friday in Paciyc Beach.
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Praying over the Predator

“Today at the Air Show we see its shiny weapons,
not its bloody victims. Not the nearly 4,400 dead
U.S. soldiers. Not the tens of thousands of Iraqi, Af-
ghani or Pakistani civilians. We glorify the mighty
pying death machines and ignore the havoc they
wreak. Today, just after the seventh anniversary of
the war on Iraqg, we vigil beside an MQ-1 Predator
drone. Over 700 Pakistani civilians have been killed
by this machineés Hellyre missiles.0

A Tucson Catholic Worker John Heid, shortly
after he, along with Gretchhen Nielsen, 77, unfurled
a banner declaring fiWar is not a Showo and before
they were arrested for trespassing at the Aerospace
and Arizona Days military exhibition and air show
at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base.

e 6 6 6 6 6 6 o6 o o o o
A great day, indeed

It will he a great day when our schools are fully
funded and the Air Force has to hold bake sales to
raise money to buy bombers.

—an old bumper sticker recently resurrected on
Mission Bay.







